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Maureen Bisognano, President and CEO, Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI), 
previously served as IHI’s Executive Vice President and COO for 15 years. She is a 
prominent authority on improving health care systems, whose expertise has been 
recognized by her elected membership to the Institute of Medicine and by her 
appointment to The Commonwealth Fund's Commission on a High Performance Health 
System, among other distinctions. Ms. Bisognano advises health care leaders around 
the world, is a frequent speaker at major health care conferences on quality 
improvement, and is a tireless advocate for change. She is also an Instructor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical School and a Research Associate in the Brigham and 
Women's Hospital Division of Social Medicine and Health Inequalities. Prior to joining 
IHI, she served as CEO of the Massachusetts Respiratory Hospital and Senior Vice 
President of The Juran Institute. 
 
David Blumenthal, MD, MPP is a Samuel O. Thier Professor of Medicine and 
Professor of Health Care Policy at Massachusetts General Hospital/Partners 
HealthCare System and Harvard Medical School. Until April 7, 2011, he served as the 
National Coordinator for Health Information Technology under President Barack 
Obama. In this role he was charged with building an interoperable, private and secure 
nationwide health information system and supporting the widespread, meaningful use of 
health IT. Dr. Blumenthal received his undergraduate, medical, and public policy 
degrees from Harvard University and completed his residency in internal medicine at 
Massachusetts General Hospital.  
 
Prior to his appointment to the Administration, Dr. Blumenthal was a practicing primary 
care physician and director, Institute for Health Policy at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital/Partners HealthCare System and Harvard Medical School. Dr. Blumenthal is a 
renowned health services researcher and national authority on health IT adoption. With 
his colleagues from Harvard Medical School, he authored the seminal studies on the 
adoption and use of health information technology in the United States. He is the author 
of over 200 scholarly publications, including the book "Heart of Power: Health and 
Politics in the Oval Office," which tells the history of U.S. Presidents’ involvement in 
health reform, from FDR through George W. Bush.  
 
A member of the Institute of Medicine and a former board member and national 
correspondent for the New England Journal of Medicine, Dr. Blumenthal has held 



several leadership positions in medicine, government, and academia including Senior 
Vice President at Boston's Brigham and Women's Hospital; Executive Director of the 
Center for Health Policy and Management and Lecturer on Public Policy at the Kennedy 
School of Government; and as a professional staff member on the late Senator Edward 
Kennedy's Senate Subcommittee on Health and Scientific Research. He was the 
founding chairman of AcademyHealth and served previously on the boards of the 
University of Chicago Health System and of the University of Pennsylvania Health 
System. He is recipient of the Distinguished Investigator Award from AcademyHealth, 
and a Doctor of Humane Letters from Rush University. 
 
Karen Davis is president of The Commonwealth Fund, a national philanthropy engaged 

in independent research on health and social policy issues.  

Dr. Davis is a nationally recognized economist, with a distinguished career in public 

policy and research. Before joining the Fund, she served as chairman of the 

Department of Health Policy and Management at The Johns Hopkins School of Public 

Health, where she also held an appointment as professor of economics. She served as 

deputy assistant secretary for health policy in the Department of Health and Human 

Services from 1977–1980, and was the first woman to head a U.S. Public Health 

Service agency.  

Prior to her government career, Ms. Davis was a senior fellow at the Brookings 

Institution in Washington, D.C., a visiting lecturer at Harvard University, and an assistant 

professor of economics at Rice University. A native of Oklahoma, she received her 

Ph.D. in economics from Rice University, which recognized her achievements with a 

Distinguished Alumna Award in 1991. Ms. Davis is the recipient of the 2000 Baxter-

Allegiance Foundation Prize for Health Services Research. Ms. Davis has received 

honorary doctorates from John Hopkins University, the University of Maryland 

Baltimore, and most recently from Newcastle University in the United Kingdom.  

Ms. Davis has published a number of significant books, monographs, and articles on 

health and social policy issues, including the landmark books Health Care Cost 

Containment, Medicare Policy, National Health Insurance: Benefits, Costs, and 

Consequences, and Health and the War on Poverty.  

She serves on the Board of Directors of the Geisinger Health System and Geisinger 
Health Plan.  She was elected to the Institute of Medicine in 1975, has served two terms 
on the IOM governing Council (1986-90 and 1997-2000), was a member of the IOM 
Committee on Redesigning Health Insurance Benefits, Payment and Performance 
Improvement Programs, and was awarded the Adam Yarmolinsky medal in 2007 for her 
contributions to the mission of the Institute of Medicine.  She is a past president of the 
AcademyHealth (formerly AHSRHP) and an AcademyHealth distinguished fellow. In 
2006, she was selected for the AcademyHealth Distinguished Investigator Award for 
significant and lasting contributions to the field of health services research in addition to 
the Picker Award for Excellence in the Advancement of Patient Centered Care.  She is 



a member of the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured and a former 
member of the Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research (AHRQ) National Advisory 
Committee. She is an elected Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
and an honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians. 
 
Cathy Schoen, Senior Vice President, The Commonwealth Fund, is a member of the 
Fund's executive management team and research director of the Fund's Commission 
on a High Performance Health System. Her work includes strategic oversight and 
management of surveys, research and policy initiatives to track health system 
performance. From 1998 through 2005, she directed the Fund's Task Force on the 
Future of Health Insurance. Prior to joining the Fund in 1995, Ms. Schoen taught health 
economics at the University of Massachusetts' School of Public Health and directed 
special projects at the UMASS Labor Relations and Research Center. During the 
1980s, she directed the Service Employees International Union's research and policy 
department. In the late 1970s, she was on the staff of President Carter's national health 
insurance task force, where she oversaw analysis and policy development. Prior to 
federal service, she was a research fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, 
D.C. She has authored numerous publications on health policy issues, insurance, and 
national/international health system performance and co-authored the book, Health and 
the War on Poverty. She holds an undergraduate degree in economics from Smith 
College and a graduate degree in economics from Boston College. 
 
 


