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along with rapidly rising health care costs and continued economic insecurity, has led to a 
re-emergence of health care reform on the national political agenda for the first time since 
1992.  
 
"A decade's worth of evidence on the consequences of being uninsured plus the growing 
consensus over solutions suggests that this reform debate begins from a higher platform," 
said Jeanne Lambrew, associate professor at George Washington University. 
 
The report recommends specific questions the public might ask about candidates' plans: 

1. How many uninsured people does the plan cover? 
2. How much will the plan cost the federal government and the health system as a 

whole, and how might it be financed? 
3. Does the plan improve coverage for people who currently have inadequate health 

coverage, e.g., high costs or limited benefits? 
4. Does the plan increase stability of insurance coverage, i.e., make it less likely that 

people will experience gaps in coverage? 
5. Is it likely to improve access to care, the quality of care, or health outcomes? 
6. Does it include provisions to reduce and improve efficiency in the administration of 

insurance or delivery of care? 
7. Is it easy to administer or does it require a new and untried administrative 

structure? 
8. Could the plan be phased-in over time? 

 
The report, Health Insurance 
Coverage Returns to the National 
Agenda: The Health Insurance 
Expansion Proposals of the 2004 
Presidential Candidates, provides 
estimates of costs and numbers of 
uninsured who would be covered.  
 
The comparison reveals: 

• The plans range from 
covering most or all of the 
uninsured to 1 in 10. 

• Most Democratic 
candidates would repeal 
some or all of President Bush’s tax cuts to help finance their health plans. 

• Several of the more universal plans have the flexibility to be phased-in 
incrementally over time (Dean, Kerry, Lieberman). 
The Commonwealth Fund is a private foundation supporting independent research on health and social issues. 
To read or download publications, visit our website at www.cmwf.org. 


