
 

 
 
 
 
The Commonwealth Fund is a private foundation that aims to promote a high performing 
health care system. The Fund carries out this mandate by supporting independent 
research on health care issues and making grants to improve health care practice and 
policy. An international program in health policy is designed to stimulate innovative 
policies and practices in the United States and other industrialized countries. 
 
The Fund’s Commission on a High Performance Health System is dedicated to moving 
the U.S. toward a health care system that achieves better access, improved quality, and 
greater efficiency, particularly for those who are most vulnerable due to income, 
race/ethnicity, health, or age. 
 
 
 

The Commonwealth Fund Program on 
Quality of Care for Underserved Populations 

The goal of The Commonwealth Fund's Program on Quality of Care for Underserved 
Populations is to improve the quality of health care delivered to low-income Americans 
and members of racial and ethnic minority groups, and to reduce racial and ethnic health 
disparities. The program builds on efforts to improve quality of care overall in the United 
States, focusing on safety net institutions and other health care settings that serve large 
numbers of low-income and minority patients. The strategies it pursues include: 

• Finding and promoting models of high performance health systems for the 
underserved that provide accessible, effective, safe, and efficient health care. 

• Promoting health care that is culturally competent and patient-centered. 

• Supporting the development of public policy that will lead to improvement in 
health care systems serving minority and low-income populations. 
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