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Source: Commonwealth Fund/Modern Healthcare Health Care Opinion Leaders Survey, February 2011.

Exhibit 1. Views on the Affordable Care Act (ACA)

“The Affordable Care Act (ACA) put in place policies aimed at substantially expanding health 

insurance coverage, developing new payment approaches to encourage and support improved 

delivery system performance, increasing transparency and accessibility of cost and quality 

information, and enhancing public health. Which of the following comes closest to your view 

regarding the strategic direction set by the new law?” 

The health system 

should continue on 

the course set by the 

ACA and the policies 

put in place by the 

new law should be 

carried out as enacted

23%

The course set by the 

ACA is generally 

appropriate, with some 

minor changes to the 

policies put in place by 

the law

45%

The course set by the 

ACA is generally 

appropriate, but major 

changes are needed to 

the policies put in place 

by the law

23% 

The ACA sets the wrong 

course, and a different 

approach should be 

taken to improve health 

system performance

9%

No major changes are 

needed; the health 

system is on the right 

course

0%
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Exhibit 2. Affordable Health Care Act Provisions 

“How important is it that each of the following provisions be implemented?”

Note: Other response categories not shown include: somewhat important; not at all important; and not sure. 

* Percentages may not be equal to the NET because of rounding.

Source: Commonwealth Fund/Modern Healthcare Health Care Opinion Leaders Survey, February 2011.

Premium subsidies

State-based health insurance exchanges

Individual mandate

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation

Medicaid expansion

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 

Institute

Independent Payment Advisory Board
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Exhibit 3. Effectiveness of Cost-Containment Approaches

“Below are several health care payment options. How effective do you think each of the following payment 

approaches would be in achieving a high performance health care system?”

Note: Other response categories not shown include: somewhat effective; not effective; and not sure. 

* Percentages may not be equal to the NET because of rounding.

Source: Commonwealth Fund/Modern Healthcare Health Care Opinion Leaders Survey, February 2011.

91%
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69%

68%

66%

59%

59%

56%

38%

22%

Improve care coordination for patients with chronic conditions

Make permanent the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA's) provisions 

for temporary increases in Medicare and Medicaid payments for 

primary care physicians 
Establish greater alignment of payment methods/rates across 

public/private payers

Value-based insurance design 

Accelerate the implementation of the ACA's provisions for 

bundled payment for acute and post-acute care 

Reference pricing

Revise payment rates to more accurately reflect the cost of 

providing physician services 

Strengthen the role of state-based health insurance exchanges

Allow consumers to purchase insurance across state lines 

Expand the use of health savings accounts and high deductible 

health plans 



THE

COMMONWEALTH

FUND

32%

17%

32%

15%

9%

12%

7%

9%

6%

8%

49%

45%

29%

34%

30%

26%

29%

25%

20%

14%

Strongly support Support

Exhibit 4. Approaches to Reduce Federal Budget Deficit

“Please indicate your support for or opposition to the following approaches that have been proposed by the 

National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform and others to reduce the federal budget deficit.”

81%

61%

61%

50%

39%

38%

36%

34%

26%

22%

Expand successful cost-containment pilots mandated in the Affordable Care Act (ACA)

Extend Medicaid prescription drug rebates established in the ACA to dual-eligibles

Add a robust public option and/or all-payer system in state health insurance exchanges 

Accelerate the discontinuation of the exemption of health insurance benefits from 

income tax and lower the threshold for premiums subject to tax

Redesign Medicare cost-sharing

Give the IPAB broader authority over payment by public and private payers

Replace the cuts in Medicare physician fees under the sustainable growth rate (SGR) 

mechanism in current law with a payment freeze through 2013 and a 1 percent cut in 

2014, reinstating the SGR until new system is in place

Restrict first-dollar coverage under Medigap

Convert Medicaid into a block grant program

Convert Medicare into a premium support program

Note: Other response categories not shown include: oppose; somewhat oppose; and not sure. 

* Percentages may not be equal to the NET because of rounding.

Source: Commonwealth Fund/Modern Healthcare Health Care Opinion Leaders Survey, February 2011.


