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New York City Has a Higher Percentage of Uninsured 
than Does New York State or the Nation
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New York City Adults Are More Likely to Be Uninsured, on 
Medicaid, and Less Likely to Have Private Coverage
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New York City’s Uninsured Are Uninsured
for Long Periods of Time
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Most Uninsured New Yorkers Have Low Incomes and Work
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Minorities Are More Likely to Be Uninsured
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Working Increases the Risk of Being Uninsured
for Adults in Low Wage Families
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Managed Care Is Becoming a Major Source
of Care for New Yorkers
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The Uninsured Are Two to Three Times More Likely to 
Have Problems with Access to Health Care
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Uninsured New Yorkers Lack Primary Care
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Older Uninsured Men and Women
Are Less Likely to Receive Preventive Care
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Uninsured Adults Rate Access 
to Health Care Negatively
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Minorities Are More Likely to Report Difficulty
Getting Needed Health Care
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The Uninsured Rate Health Care
More Negatively
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Minorities Are More Likely to Rate
Health Care Negatively
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The Uninsured Have Problems Paying
Medical Bills
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The Uninsured Are at Greater Risk for High
Out-of-Pocket Costs
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Uninsured New Yorkers Often Do Not Get the Care They 
Need and Have Problems Paying Bills
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New Yorkers Living in Poverty Are at High Risk for 
Health Care Access and Cost Problems
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Children Living in New York City Are at Greater Risk 
of Being Uninsured
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Most Uninsured New York City Children Live
in Working, Two-Parent Families

62%

37%

72%

28%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Not
working

Working Single Two-parent

Family Employment Status Family Structure

Percent of uninsured children



The Commonwealth Fund Survey of Health Care in New York City, 1997
Louis Harris and Associates, Inc.

Uninsured Children Are at Nearly Three Times the 
Risk of Health Care Access Barriers

11% 10%
7%

30%

40%

19%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%
Insured UninsuredPercent of children

No regular 
doctor

Difficult to 
get care

No physician visit
in the past 12 months



The Commonwealth Fund Survey of Health Care in New York City, 1997
Louis Harris and Associates, Inc.

Uninsured Children Are Less Likely to Receive
Preventive Care
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Public Hospitals Are a Major Source of Care
for the Uninsured
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Emergency Rooms Serve Uninsured
New Yorkers and the Medicaid Population
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The Uninsured and Medicaid Beneficiaries Rely on 
Public Hospital Emergency Rooms
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Widespread Support for Public Hospitals Exists, 
Regardless of Insurance Coverage
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Medicaid Is a Critical Source of Insurance
for Low Income Children
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