
Figure ES-1. International Comparison of Spending on Health, 
1980–2004
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Figure ES-2. Growth in National Health Expenditures (NHE) 
Under Various Scenarios

Source: Based on C. Borger et al., “Health Spending Projections Through 2015: Changes on the Horizon,” 
Health Affairs Web Exclusive (Feb. 22, 2006):w61–w73.
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Figure 1. International Comparison of Spending on Health,
1980–2004
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Figure 2. Growth in National Health Expenditures:
Private, Public, and Total Expenditures, 1980–2005

8.6

5.4
6.3

8.08.3

10.0

4.6

7.2 7.5
8.9

6.3
5.3

8.7

10.3 10.7

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

1980–2005 1980–1993 1993–1997 1997–2000 2000–2005

Total NHE Private Public

Average annual percent growth in health expenditures

Source: A. Catlin et al., “National Health Spending in 2005: The Slowdown Continues,”
Health Affairs, Jan./Feb. 2007 26(1):142–53.



Figure 3. Health Expenditure Growth 1980–2005
for Selected Categories of Expenditures
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Figure 4. Percentage of National Health Expenditures
Spent on Health Administration and Insurance, 2003

a 2002   b 1999   c 2001
* Includes claims administration, underwriting, marketing, profits, and other administrative 
costs; based on premiums minus claims expenses for private insurance.
Data: OECD Health Data 2005.
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Figure 5. Monthly Percentage Change in Health Insurance
Stock Price Index, 1996–2006

Source: J.C. Robinson, “The Commercial Health Insurance Industry in an Era of Eroding Employer Coverage,” 
Health Affairs, Nov.–Dec. 2006 25(6):1475–86.



Figure 6. Health Expenditures for Selected Type of Services, 
2000–2015
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Figure 7. States with Higher Medicare Spending per Enrollee
Do Not Have Lower Rates of Mortality, 2003

Source: Data from The Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care, www.dartmouthatlas.org.



Figure 8. Costs of Care for Medicare Beneficiaries with
Multiple Chronic Conditions, by Hospital Referral Regions, 2001
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Figure 9. Growth in National Health Expenditures (NHE)
Under Various Scenarios
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Figure 10. Percent of Different Physicians Seen by
Patients in Academic Medical Centers Varies
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Figure 11. Improvements in Use of Beta Blockers
After a Heart Attack

Source: National Committee for Quality Assurance, The State of Health Care Quality: 2006
(Washington, D.C.: NCQA, 2006).
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Figure 12. Health Care Costs Concentrated in Sick Few—
Sickest 10 Percent Account for 64 Percent of Expenses
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Source: S. H. Zuvekas and J. W. Cohen, “Prescription Drugs and the Changing Concentration 
of Health Care Expenditures,” Health Affairs, Jan./Feb. 2007 26(1):249–57.
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Figure 13. Primary Care Doctors Use of Electronic Patient 
Medical Records, 2006
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Source: 2006 Commonwealth Fund International Health Policy Survey of Primary Care Physicians.


