
Figure 1. Rating the U.S. Health System
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66

71

51

67

71

69

0 100

Long, Healthy & Productive Lives

Quality

Access

Efficiency

Equity

OVERALL SCORE

Source: Commonwealth Fund National Scorecard on U.S. Health System Performance, 2006. 1



Figure 2. 47 Million People Were Uninsured in 2006, 
an Increase of 8.6 Million Since 2000
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Note: 2000–2006 estimates reflect the results of follow-up verification questions
and implementation of Census 2000-based population controls.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, March Current Population Survey, 2000–2007.



Figure 3. The Rate of Uninsured Nonelderly Adults 
Rose from 17 Percent to 20 Percent in Six Years
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Source: Commonwealth Fund State Scorecard on Health System Performance, 2007.
Updated data: Two-year averages 1999–2000, updated with 2007 CPS correction, and 2005–2006 from
the Census Bureau’s March 2000, 2001 and 2006, 2007 Current Population Surveys.



Figure 4. Cumulative Changes in Annual
National Health Expenditures, 2000–2007
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Notes: Data on premium increases reflect the cost of health insurance premiums for a family of four/the average premium increase is weighted 
by covered workers. * 2006 and 2007 private insurance administration and personal health care spending growth rates are projections.
Sources: A. Catlin, C. Cowan, S. Heffler et al., “National Health Spending in 2005: The Slowdown Continues,” Health Affairs, Jan./Feb. 2007 
26(1):143–53; J. A. Poisal, C. Truffer, S. Smith et al., “Health Spending Projections Through 2016: Modest Changes Obscure Part D’s Impact,” 
Health Affairs Web Exclusive (Feb. 21, 2007):w242–w253; Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation/Health Research and Educational Trust, 
Employer Health Benefits Annual Surveys, 2000–2007 (Washington, D.C.: KFF/HRET).
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Figure 5. Growth in National Health Expenditures 
Under Various Scenarios

Source: Authors’ analysis of data from J. A. Poisal, C. Truffer, S. Smith et al., “Health Spending Projections Through 2016:
Modest Changes Obscure Part D’s Impact,” Health Affairs Web Exclusive (Feb. 21, 2007):w242–w253.
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Figure 6. Nine of 10 Americans Support 
Well-Coordinated Care
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Source: Commonwealth Fund Survey of Public Views of the U.S. Health Care System, 2006.



Figure 7. Where Is the U.S. on Health IT?
Only 28% of U.S. primary care physicians have electronic medical

records (EMRs), and only 19% have advanced IT capacity
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Figure 8. Aiming Higher: The National Committee
for Quality Assurance Experience

Beta-blocker treatment following heart attack

Source: National Committee for Quality Assurance, The State of Health Care Quality 2006 (Washington, D.C.: NCQA, 2006);
T. H. Lee, “Eulogy for a Quality Measure,” New England Journal of Medicine, Sept. 20, 2007 357(12):1175–77.
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Figure 9. Health Policy Priorities for Congress,
According to Health Care Opinion Leaders
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“How important do you think the following health care issues are
for Congress to address in the next five years?”

Top 10 Issues: Percent responding “absolutely essential” or “very important”


	Figure 1. Rating the U.S. Health System� �Scores on major dimensions of system performance
	Figure 2. 47 Million People Were Uninsured in 2006, �an Increase of 8.6 Million Since 2000
	Figure 3. The Rate of Uninsured Nonelderly Adults Rose from 17 Percent to 20 Percent in Six Years
	Figure 4. Cumulative Changes in Annual�National Health Expenditures, 2000–2007
	Figure 5. Growth in National Health Expenditures Under Various Scenarios
	Figure 6. Nine of 10 Americans Support �Well-Coordinated Care
	Figure 8. Aiming Higher: The National Committee�for Quality Assurance Experience��Beta-blocker treatment following heart attac
	Figure 9. Health Policy Priorities for Congress,�According to Health Care Opinion Leaders

