
Exhibit 1. 8.6 Million Uninsured Adults Ages 50–64 in 2009,
Up by 1.1 Million in Last Year
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Source: Analysis of the 2001–2010 Current Population Surveys by N. Tilipman and B. Sampat
of Columbia University for The Commonwealth Fund. 



Exhibit 2. Most of the 8.6 Million Currently Uninsured Adults Ages 50–64 
Will Gain Coverage Beginning in 2014

Source: Analysis of the March 2010 Current Population Survey by N. Tilipman and B. Sampat
of Columbia University for The Commonwealth Fund; estimates of undocumented uninsured adults 
by Jonathan Gruber and Ian Perry of MIT using the Gruber Microsimulation Model for The Commonwealth Fund. 
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Exhibit 3. Adults Ages 50–64 in 16 States with Uninsured Rate 
Higher Than the National Average Will Particularly Benefit from 

the Health Reform Law

Note: Uninsured rates are two-year averages, 2008–2009.
Source: Analysis of the March 2009 and 2010 Current Population Survey by N. Tilipman and B. Sampat
of Columbia University for The Commonwealth Fund.
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Exhibit 4. Two of Five Adults Ages 50–64 Who Have or Tried to Buy 
Individual Insurance Were Turned Down, Charged a Higher Price, 

or Excluded Because of a Preexisting Condition

Adults
ages 50–64

Adults who have individual coverage or 
tried to buy it in past three years who:

Found it very difficult or impossible to 
find coverage they needed 45%

Found it very difficult or impossible to 
find affordable coverage 61

Turned down, charged a higher price, 
or excluded because of a preexisting 
condition

39

Never bought a plan 69

Source: The Commonwealth Fund Biennial Health Insurance Survey (2007).
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Exhibit 5. Seventy-Five Percent of Uninsured Adults Ages 50–64 
Reported a Cost-Related Problem Getting Needed Care

Percent of adults ages 50–64

* Not able to pay bills, contacted by collection agency for unpaid medical bills, had to change way of life to pay medical bills, 
or medical bills/debt being paid off over time.
** Did not fill a prescription; did not see a specialist when needed; skipped recommended medical test, treatment, or follow-up; 
had a medical problem but did not visit doctor or clinic.
Source: The Commonwealth Fund Biennial Health Insurance Survey (2007).



Exhibit 6. Affordable Care Act Implementation Timeline:
Provisions Benefiting Adults Ages 50–64

• Pre-Existing Condition 
Insurance Plans

• Early retiree reinsurance 
for adults who have 
retired but do not yet 
qualify for Medicare

• Preventive services 
coverage without 
cost-sharing

• Ban on lifetime benefit 
caps and rescissions

• Phased-in ban on 
annual limits

Source: Commonwealth Fund Health Reform Resource Center: What’s In the Affordable Care Act? (Public Law 111-148 
and 111-152), www.commonwealthfund.org/Health-Reform/Health-Reform-Resource.aspx.

• Medicaid expansion 

• State insurance 
exchanges 

• Insurance market reforms, 
including no rating on 
health, limits on age rating

• Essential benefit standard

• Premium and cost-sharing 
credits for exchange plans 

• Individual requirement to 
have insurance 

• Employer shared 
responsibility payments

• Phased-in ban on annual 
limits
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CLASS Act

• Establishment of CLASS 
Program (2011)

• Designation of CLASS 
Benefit Plan (2012)



Exhibit 7. Uninsured and Underinsured Adults Ages 50–64 
Often Miss Recommended Preventive and Cancer Screenings

Insured all year

Total 
(%)

Number
(in 

millions)

Uninsured
anytime

(%)
Underinsured

(%)

Not 
underinsured 

(%)
Adults ages 50–64 — 53.2 17% 18% 65%
Did not receive a blood 
pressure test (past year) 7 3.8 22 6 4

Did not receive a 
cholesterol screening 
(past 5 years)

17 9.3 38 18 12

Did not receive a 
mammogram 
(females past 2 years)

25 6.8 55 31 14

Did not receive a pap smear 
(females past 3 years) 25 7.0 48 31 17

Did not receive a 
colonoscopy (past 5 years) 47 25.1 72 50 40

Source: The Commonwealth Fund Biennial Health Insurance Survey (2007).



Federal poverty 
level Percent

Number 
uninsured

Premium cap as a 
share of income

Cost-sharing 
cap (share 

of enrollee’s 
health costs)

<133% FPL 38% 3,260,216 Medicaid Medicaid
133%–149% FPL 4% 369,574 3.0%–4.0% 6%
150%–199% FPL 12% 1,028,636 4.0%–6.3% 13%
200%–249% FPL 9% 766,794 6.3%–8.05% 27%
250%–299% FPL 7% 563,391 8.05%–9.5% 30%
300%–399% FPL 9% 763,049 9.5% 30%
Subtotal 
(133%–399% FPL) 41% 3,491,444 3.0%–9.5% 6%–30%

>400% FPL 17% 1,437,118 n/a 30%
Undocumented 4% 376,889
Total 100% 8,565,667 n/a n/a

Exhibit 8. Distribution of 8.6 Million Uninsured Adults Ages 50–64 
by Federal Poverty Level and Provisions of the Affordable Care Act

Source: Analysis of the March 2010 Current Population Survey by N. Tilipman and B. Sampat of Columbia University for 
The Commonwealth Fund; Commonwealth Fund Health Reform Resource Center: What’s In the Affordable Care Act? 
(Public Law 111-148 and 111-152), www.commonwealthfund.org/Health-Reform/Health-Reform-Resource.aspx.
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