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Medicare Beneficiaries Spending 20 Percent or More of Income on Premiums 
and Care, by Poverty Level
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Exhibit 1

Note: FPL = federal poverty level.
Data: Roger C. Lipitz Center analysis of 2012 Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey projected to 2016. 

Percent of Medicare beneficiaries



Source: C. Schoen, K. Davis, and A. Willink, Medicare Beneficiaries’ High Out-of-Pocket Costs: Cost Burdens by Income and Health Status,
The Commonwealth Fund, May 2017.

One of Four Medicare Beneficiaries Is Underinsured
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Exhibit 2

Note: FPL = federal poverty level.
Data: Roger C. Lipitz Center analysis of 2012 Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey projected to 2016. 

Percent of Medicare beneficiaries paying 10 percent or more of income out-of-pocket on medical care alone 



Source: C. Schoen, K. Davis, and A. Willink, Medicare Beneficiaries’ High Out-of-Pocket Costs: Cost Burdens by Income and Health Status,
The Commonwealth Fund, May 2017.
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Medicare Beneficiaries’ Out-of-Pocket Spending by Type of Health Care Service
Exhibit 4

Note: Data are for traditional Medicare beneficiaries only; data for those enrolled in Medicare Advantage plans not shown.
Data: Roger C. Lipitz Center analysis of 2012 Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey projected to 2016. Also see Appendix 5.
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Source: C. Schoen, K. Davis, and A. Willink, Medicare Beneficiaries’ High Out-of-Pocket Costs: Cost Burdens by Income and Health Status,
The Commonwealth Fund, May 2017.

Medicare Beneficiaries’ Average Annual Out-of-Pocket Costs for Medical Care 
by Coverage and Health
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Exhibit 5

Note: ESI = employer-sponsored insurance; PCI = serious mental or physical functional limitations.
Data: Roger C. Lipitz Center analysis of 2012 Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey projected to 2016. Also see Appendix 5.



Source: C. Schoen, K. Davis, and A. Willink, Medicare Beneficiaries’ High Out-of-Pocket Costs: Cost Burdens by Income and Health Status,
The Commonwealth Fund, May 2017.
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Appendix 4

Note: ESI = employer-sponsored insurance; FPL = federal poverty level.
Data: Roger C. Lipitz Center analysis of 2012 Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey projected to 2016. Retains 2012 coverage distribution.
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