
Table 2.3: Comparison of the PHDS and the ProPHDS Tools 

 PHDS ProPHDS Difference Between the Tools? 
General Characteristics    

Length of Survey 10 pages 5 pages Yes 
Time for Parent to Complete the Survey 10-15 minutes 5-10 minutes Yes 

Survey Content Number of Items  
Rec. aspects of prev. and dev. care    

Anticipatory Guidance and Parental Education 15-18  15-18  No 
Family-Centered Care 10 5 Yes 

Ask About and Address Parental Concerns 2 2  No 
Follow-Up for Children at Risk for Delays 4 4 No 

Assess Family for Psychosocial Well-Being 4 3 Yes 
Assess Family for Smoking, Substance Abuse, and 

Safety
4 2 Yes 

Standardized Developmental Screeninga 1 stem, 2 follow-up 
items 

1 No 

Presence of a Personal Doctor or Nurse 1 1 No 
Care Coordination 1 stem, 1 follow-up 

item 
0 Yes 

Helpfulness and Effect of Care Provided 8 0 Yes 
Health Information 4 0 Yes 

Child Health Care Characteristics    
Access to Care, Use of Health Care 7 0 Yes 

Target Child Characteristics    
Health Status, Premature Birth 2 0 No 

Risk for Dev., Behav., Social Delays (Items from the 
PEDS©)

10  6  Yes 

Children with Special Health Care Needs 5 stem, 2 follow-up 
items 

0 Yes 

Whether Breastfed 1 1 No 
Child Demographic Characteristics 3 2  
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Table 2.3: Comparison of the PHDS and the ProPHDS Tools (Continued) 
 PHDS ProPHDS Difference Between the Tools? 
Family Characteristics    

Birth Order of Target Child 1 1 No 
Family Behaviors (e.g., reading, safety behaviors) 11 1 Yes 

Education Level of Parent 1 1 No 
Parental Health (e.g., symptoms of depression) 5 2 Yes 
Problems Paying for Basic Health and Medical 

Expenses
5 3 Yes 

Relationship of Respondent to Child 1 0 Yes 
Respondent’s Socio-demographic Characteristics 

(e.g., marital status)
4 0 Yes 

a  These items are recommended for inclusion only if one or more health care providers in your system use a parent-completed 
standardized developmental screening tool.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE 2.3: PHDS Item Asking the Parent to Identify the Child’s Personal Doctor or 
Nurse 

 
PHDS Q38: A personal doctor or nurse is a health professional who knows your child well and 
is familiar with your child’s health history. This can be a general doctor, a pediatrician, a 
specialist, a nurse practitioner or physician assistant. Do you have one more person(s) you think 
of as your child’s personal doctor or nurse? 
 Yes (Go to 38a)         No (Go to 39) 
 

PHDS Q38a: Which of these people do you think of as your child’s personal doctor or 
nurse? (Please check one or more) 

 
Office X   Office Y 
    __ Dr. Jones       __ Dr. Reinbold 
    __ Dr. Smith       __ Dr. Peck 
    __ Dr. Murray         __ Dr. Rutenberg 
    ___ Other:                           __ Other: 
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