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Employment 

THE COMMONWEALTH FUND (New York, NY; 2002–present).  As assistant vice president and director of the Program on 
the Future of Health Insurance, responsibilities include survey development, research and policy analysis, as well as program 
development and management for the Fund’s national coverage program.  Directed and co-directed five major national surveys on 
health insurance coverage, directing questionnaire development, analysis and presentation of data, and writing over 20 reports, 
issue briefs and journal articles, most often as the lead author.  Quoted extensively in major national press outlets including the 
Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, Chicago Sun-Times, NPR, CNN Radio.  
Provided invited Congressional testimony on five occasions before the Senate Budget Committee, Senate Finance Committee-
Subcommittee on Health, the House Ways and Means Committee and the House Energy and Commerce Committee- 
Subcommittee on Health.  Invited to speak at numerous conferences and public forums to both policy and industry audiences.  In 
addition to intramural research, direct and manage a $1.5 million annual portfolio of research grants on the extent and quality of 
health insurance coverage and policy solutions to expand coverage and make it more affordable.  Promoted to assistant vice 
president from senior program officer in 2006. 
 
NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, DIVISION OF HEALTH AND SCIENCE POLICY (New York, NY; 1998–
2002)  As an associate director/senior research associate, conducted research projects and wrote grant proposals on health care 
organization and finance, cost and use of services, the uninsured, access to care, and cost-outcome analysis, using quantitative and 
qualitative research methods.  Co-investigator of Robert Wood Johnson-funded study of physicians’ perceived ability to provide 
quality care and the impact of managed care and practice setting.  Lead responsibility for Commonwealth Fund-supported case-
study analysis of eight nonprofit hospitals that sold to for-profit owners.  Other research includes an analysis of immigrant 
women’s ability to apply for health insurance and a study of state regulation of hospital conversions.  Promoted to associate 
director/senior research associate in 2001. 
 
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH, HEALTH CARE POLICY & AGING RESEARCH (New 
Brunswick, NJ; 1997–1998)  As an assistant research professor, conducted research on health care access and cost among 
vulnerable populations.  Research projects included a study funded by the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation on 
home care use and expenditures by people with AIDS in the overall New Jersey Medicaid program compared to those enrolled in 
a 1915c home and community based care program; a study of health care use of dually eligible individuals with AIDS; and a 
National Institute on Drug Abuse-funded study of health care utilization among injection drug users with HIV/AIDS in the New 
Jersey Medicaid program. 
 

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK (New York, NY; 1996–1997)  As a senior 
health care advisor to the Public Advocate, an elected New York City official, researched and wrote reports and briefs on health 
care policy, gave talks on health care issues, and participated in multi-disciplinary committees on Medicaid managed care.  Wrote 
report that documented the characteristics of New York City’s uninsured and their ability to access health care services in an era 
of managed care and budget tightening.  Report was a page one news story in the New York Times as well as the subject of a 
Times editorial. 
 
HEALTH ECONOMICS RESEARCH, INC. (Boston, MA; 1995–1996)  As a senior economist, wrote proposals and 
conducted quantitative and qualitative research for federal and state governments and foundations.  Projects included an 
estimation of the costs of implementing AHCPR clinical practice guidelines using Medicare and private claims data, a manual on 
cost-effectiveness methods for evaluating substance abuse prevention programs, an evaluation of a substance abuse treatment 
program for pregnant women, and a report on state efforts to integrate substance abuse prevention services into managed care. 
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U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT (Washington, DC; 1990–1995)  As an associate editor, authored and co-authored over 55 
articles on the economy, business, and health care.  As a key health care reporter during the debate over the Clinton 
Administration’s proposal for national health care reform, wrote articles on the impact of reform on industry and consumers.  
Articles included the contribution of technological change to health care cost growth, impact of health care reform on the poor, 
employment effects of health care reform, medical cost inflation, industry winners and losers from health care reform.  Promoted 
to associate editor in 1993. 
 
 
Education 
A.B.  Economics – Washington University, St. Louis, MO – 1985 
Ph.D.  Economics – George Washington University, Washington, DC – 1994 

Dissertation: Estimation of a Multiproduct Translog Cost Function for Maryland Hospitals 
 
Fellowships 

Graduate Teaching Assistant & University Fellow in Economics – George Washington University – 1985–1989 
 
 
Commonwealth Fund Reports and Issue Briefs 

S. R. Collins, C. White, and J. L. Kriss, Whither Employer-Based Health Insurance? The Current and Future Role of U.S. 

Companies in the Provision and Financing of Health Insurance (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) Sept. 2007. 
 
S. R. Collins, C. Schoen, J. L. Kriss, M. M. Doty, and B. Mahato, Rite of Passage? Why Young Adults Become Uninsured and 

How New Policies Can Help (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) Updated August 8, 2007. 
 
K. Davis, S. R. Collins, and J. L. Kriss, An Analysis of Leading Congressional Health Care Bills, 2005-2007: Part II, Quality and 

Efficiency (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) July 2007. 
 
S. R. Collins, Universal Health Insurance: Why It Is Essential to Achieving a High Performance Health System and Why Design 
Matters, Invited Testimony for the Committee on the Budget, United States Senate Hearing on "Health Care and the Budget: The 
Healthy Americans Act and Other Options for Reform," June 26, 2007. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, J. L. Kriss, An Analysis of Leading Congressional Health Care Bills, 2005-2007: Part I, Insurance 

Coverage (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) March 2007. 
 
P. Fronstin and S. R. Collins, The 2

nd
 Annual EBRI/Commonwealth Fund Consumerism in Health Care Survey, 2006: Early 

Experience with High Deductible and Consumer-Driven Health Plans (Washington D.C./New York: EBRI/Commonwealth 
Fund) December 2006. 
 
S. R. Collins, J. L. Kriss, K. Davis, M. M. Doty, and A. L. Holmgren, Squeezed: Why Rising Exposure to Health Care Costs 

Threatens the Health and Financial Well-Being of American Families (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) Sept. 2006. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, M. M. Doty, J. L. Kriss, A. L. Holmgren, Gaps in Health Insurance: An All-American Problem, Findings 

from the Commonwealth Fund Biennial Health Insurance Surve,2005 (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) April 2006. 
 
P. Fronstin and S. R. Collins, Early Experience with High-Deductible and Consumer-Driven Health Plans: Findings from the 

EBRI/Commonwealth Fund Consumerism in Health Care Survey (Washington, D.C. /New York: EBRI/Commonwealth Fund) 
December 2005. (EBRI/Fund Issue Brief). 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, C. Schoen, M. M. Doty, J. L. Kriss, Health Coverage for Aging Boomers: Findings from the 

Commonwealth Fund Survey of Older Adults, 2004 (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) January 2006. 
 

S. R. Collins, K. Davis, C. Schoen, M. M. Doty, S. K. How, A. L. Holmgren, Will you Still Need Me? The Health And Financial 

Security of Older Americans: Findings from the Commonwealth Fund Survey of Older Adults (New York: The Commonwealth 
Fund) June 2005. 
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S. R. Collins, C. Schoen, M. M. Doty, A. L. Holmgren, S. K. How, Paying More for Less: Older Adults in the Individual 

Insurance Market: Findings from the Commonwealth Fund Survey of Older Adults,2004  (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) 
June 2005. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, S. K. How, A. L. Holmgren, Medicare Health Accounts: A New Policy Option to Help Adults Save for 

Health Care Expenses Not Covered by Medicare: Findings from the Commonwealth Fund Survey of Older Adults, 2004 (New 
York: The Commonwealth Fund) June 2005. 
 
K. Davis, S. R. Collins, M. M. Doty, A. Ho, Health and Productivity Among U.S. Workers (New York: The Commonwealth 
Fund) August 2005. 
 
A. Ho, S. R. Collins, K. Davis, M. M. Doty, A Look at Caregivers’ Roles, Health Concerns, and Need for Support (New York: 
The Commonwealth Fund) August 2005. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, M. M. Doty, and A. Ho. Wages, Health Benefits, and Workers’ Health (New York: The Commonwealth 
Fund) October 2004. 
 
S. R. Collins, M. M. Doty, K. Davis, C. Schoen, A. L. Holmgren, A.Ho, The Affordability Crisis in U.S. Health Care: Findings 

from the Commonwealth Fund Biennial Health Insurance Survey, 2003 (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) March 2004. 
 
S. R. Collins, C. Schoen, M. M. Doty, and A. L. Holmgren, Job-Based Health Insurance in the Balance: Employer Views of 

Coverage in the Workplace (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) March 2004. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, J. M. Lambrew, Health Care Reform Returns to the National Agenda: The 2004 Presidential Candidates’ 

Proposals (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) September 2003, final update October 2004, including a comparison of cost 
estimates of the proposals. 
 
S. R. Collins, C. Schoen, K. Tenney, Rite of Passage? Why Young Adults Become Uninsured and How New Policies Can Help 
(New York: The Commonwealth Fund) May 2003, updated with new data May 2004, 2005, 2006, August 2007. 
 
S. R. Collins, C. Schoen, D. Colasanto, D. A. Downey, On the Edge: Low-Wage Workers and Their Health Insurance Coverage, 

Findings from the 2001 Health Insurance Survey (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) March 2003. 
 
S. R. Collins, S. B. Berkson, and D. A. Downey, Health Insurance Tax Credits: Will They Work for Women? (New York: The 
Commonwealth Fund) December 2002. 
 
S. R. Collins, B. H. Gray, J. Hadley. The For-Profit Conversion of Nonprofit Hospitals in the U.S. Health Care System: Eight 

Case Studies (New York: The Commonwealth Fund) May 2001. 
 
 
Journal Articles 

S. R. Collins, “Consumer-Driven Health Care: Why It Won’t Solve What Ails the United States Health System,” Journal of Legal 

Medicine (Invited article for special issue on consumer driven health care) 28 (1) January 2007:53–77. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, C. Schoen, M. M. Doty, J. L. Kriss, “Health Coverage for Aging Boomers: Findings from the 
Commonwealth Fund Survey of Older Adults,” Proceedings of the 2006 National Academy of Social Insurance Annual 

Conference, W. E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, forthcoming. 
 
H. Whitmore, S. R. Collins, J. Gabel, J. Pickreign, “Employers’ View on Incremental Measures to Expand Health Coverage,” 
Health Affairs, 25, (November/December 2006):1668–1678. 
 
K. Davis, S. R. Collins, “Medicare at 40,” Health Care Financing Review, Winter 2005–2006 27(2):53–62. 
 
S. R. Collins, K. Davis, and A. Ho, “A Shared-Responsibility: U.S. Companies and the Provision of Health Insurance to 
Employees,” Inquiry, Spring 2005. 
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C. Schoen, M. M. Doty, S. R. Collins, A. L. Holmgren, “Insured but not Protected – How Many Adults Are Underinsured?” 
Health Affairs, Web Exclusive, 14 June 2005. 
 
K. Davis and S. R. Collins, “U.S. Health Policy: Time for Action on the Uninsured,” Health Policy, (69) 2004: 135–137. 
 
B. H. Gray, M. K. Gusmano, S. R. Collins, AHCPR and the Changing Politics of Health Services Research, Health Affairs Web 
Exclusive, (June 25, 2003): W3– 283–307. 
 
U. Sambamoorthi, S. R.Collins, S. Crystal, “Dually Eligible Individuals with AIDS: Characteristics and Health Service Use,” 
Journal of Health and Social Policy (2001)14(1):19–35. 
 
U. Sambamoorthi, S. R. Collins, S. Crystal, J. Walkup, “Home Care Service Use and Expenditures Among Medicaid 
Beneficiaries with AIDS in New Jersey,” Health Care Financing Review, 1999 20(4):1–17. 
 
 
Invited Congressional Testimony 

S. R. Collins, Universal Health Insurance: Why It is Essential to Achieving High Performance and Why Design Matters, Invited 
Testimony, Committee on the Budget, United States Senate, Hearing on “Health Care and the Budget: The Healthy Americans 
Act and Other Options for Reform,” June 26, 2007. 
 
S. R. Collins, Health Savings Accounts and High Deductible Health Plans: Why They Won’t Cure What Ails U.S. Health Care, 
Invited Testimony, U.S. Senate Finance Committee, Subcommittee on Health,  Hearing on “Health Savings Accounts: The 
Experience so Far,” September 26, 2006. 
  
S. R. Collins, Health Savings Accounts: Why They Won’t Cure What Ails U.S. Health Care, Invited Testimony, Committee on 
Ways and Means, U.S. House of Representatives, Hearing on “Health Savings Accounts,” June 28, 2006. 
 
S. R. Collins and K. Davis, Transparency in Health Care: The Time Has Come, Invited Testimony, Energy and Commerce 
Committee, Subcommittee on Health, U.S. House of Representatives, Hearing on “What’s the Cost?: Proposals to Provide 
Consumers with Better Information About Healthcare Service Costs,” March 15, 2006. 
 
S. R. Collins,  Health Care Costs and Instability of Insurance:  Impact on Patients’ Experiences with Care and Medical Bills,  
Invited Testimony, Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on Health, U.S. House of Representatives, Hearing on 
“A Review of Hospital Billing and Collection Practices,” June 24, 2004. 
 
 
Selected Presentations 

“The Erosion of Health Insurance in the United States and Recent Policy Proposals to Expand Coverage,” Rutgers University, 
Institute for Health, Health Care Policy, and Aging Research, Seminar Series, March 22, 2007. 
 
“The 2nd Annual EBRI/Commonwealth Fund Consumerism in Health Care Survey, 2006: Early Experience With High-
Deductible and Consumer-Driven Health Plans” EBRI Policy Forum, Washington, DC, December 7, 2006. 
 
“Consumers’ Experience with Health Savings Accounts and High Deductible Health Plans,” Consumer-Centric Health Care 
Congress, Washington, D.C., November 8, 2006. 
 
“The Employer’s Role in a High Performance Health Care System,” Keynote Address, 8th Annual Health and Welfare Plan 
Management for Mid-Sized Employers Conference, Chicago, IL, June 5, 2006. 
 
 “The Health and Financial Implications of Consumer-Driven Health Plans,” 8th Annual SIH/SIU Health Policy Institute, 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL, May 19, 2006. 
 
“New Evidence on Health Coverage for Aging Boomers: Findings from the Commonwealth Fund Survey of Older Adults,” 
National Academy of Social Insurance 18th Annual Conference, Panel on Disability, Social Insurance, and Health Coverage at 
Older Ages, Washington, DC, January 20, 2006. 
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“Early Experience With High-Deductible and Consumer-Driven Health Plans: Findings from the EBRI/Commonwealth Fund 
Consumerism in Health Care Survey,” EBRI Policy Forum, Washington, DC, December 8, 2005. 
 
“The Continuing Erosion of Health Benefits Among Workers with Low Wages,” National Academy of Social Insurance: 
Roundtable on The Growing Inequality in Workers’ Health Benefits, Washington, DC, January 28, 2005. 
 
“Affordable Health Insurance in Decline: Implications for Employers, Workers and Their Families, and Public Policy,” 
Symposium on Reducing the Uninsured Through State-Hospital Partnerships, New Jersey Hospital Association/HRET, May 13, 
2004. 
 
“From Coast to Coast: Regional Variations in the Affordability of Health Care,” Harvard Forums on Health, Chicago, IL, March 
30, 2004. 
 
“The Continuing Erosion of Health Insurance Coverage Among Young Adults in the United States,” Congressman Vic Snyder’s 
Student Health Insurance Conference, University of Central Arkansas, Conway, AR. January, 14 2004. 
 
“Health Care Reform Returns to the National Agenda: The 2004 Presidential Candidates’ Proposals,” Keynote Address, 
Symposium on Our Health Care System in 2010: Who Plays/Who Pays? Wright State University School of Medicine, Dayton, 
OH, October 29, 2003. 
 
“Rite of Passage?: Why Young Adults Become Uninsured and How New Policies Can Help,” AcademyHealth  Annual Meeting, 
Nashville, TN, June 27, 2003. 
 
“When Doctors Believe They are Not Providing Good Care: The Effect of Managed Care and Practice Setting. Poster 
Presentation. Academy for Health Services Research and Health Policy Annual Meetings, Atlanta, June 2001. 
 
“The Impact of Nonprofit Hospital Conversions on Communities and Health Systems: Eight Case-Studies.” Association for 
Health Services Research Annual Meetings, Chicago, June 1999. 
 
“Hospital Competition in an All-Payer Rate Regulated State,” American Public Health Association 124th Annual Meeting. New 
York, NY, November 1996. 
 
 
Other Selected Reports 

S. R. Collins, B. H. Gray, When Doctors Believe They are Not Providing Good Care: The Sources of Professional Distress in the 
American Health Care System, Final Report to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, RWJF Grant #38087. August 2001. 
 
S. R. Collins. “Who Are New York City’s Uninsured?: Growing Numbers of New Yorkers are Living Without Health Insurance 
While Medical Cost-Cutting Threatens Their Access to Health Care.“ Office of the Public Advocate for the City of New York. 
February 1997. 

Report featured on page A1 of The New York Times, February 25, 1997,“New York Study Finds Uninsured are on the 

Rise,” and in New York Times editorial, March 12, 1997, “Health Coverage for Poor Children.” 

 
S. R. Collins, E. G. Walsh, J. B. Mitchell, T. Dawes, S. Kurz, Cost Impacts of the UI Guideline Update, Agency for Health Care 
Policy and Research, Department of Health and Human Services. Contract No. 282–95–2002. January 1997. 
 
S. R. Collins, W. J. Bartosch, M. L. Rosenbach., Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Prevention in an Era of Managed Care, 
National Center for the Advancement of Prevention. CSAP Contract No. 277–93–1013, March 1996. 
 
S. R. Collins, J. H. Huber, W. J. Bartosch, M. L. Rosenbach, How to Evaluate Alcohol, Tobacco, and  Other Drug Community 
Prevention Activities Using Cost-Outcome Analysis, National Center for the Advancement of Prevention. CSAP Contract No. 
277–93–1013, July 1995. 
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Selected Articles from U.S. News & World Report  

Collins, Sara. “On the operating table.” U.S. News & World Report, Sept. 19, 1994. 
Collins, Sara. “A checkup for health costs: Medical inflation is in remission, but the prognosis is guarded.” U.S. News & World 

Report, June 13, 1994. 
Collins, Sara. “A bitter financial pill: Hospitals merge to improve their health, but patients may not benefit.” U.S. News & World 

Report, Nov. 29, 1993. (Article cited in Journal of Economic Issues) 
Collins, Sara. “The visible hand: Clinton’s health reform could alter prospects for millions of enterprises.” U.S. News & World 

Report, Oct. 4, 1993. 
Collins, Sara. “Desperate for doctors: America's poor need more health care, not just more health insurance.” U.S. News & World 

Report, Sept. 20, 1993. 
Collins, Sara. “Operation health care: States across the country are in sync with Clinton's impending reforms.” U.S. News & 

World Report, Aug. 16, 1993. 
Collins, Sara. “Sparing the knife: Clinton's health care plan won't rip into America's weak job growth.” U.S. News & World 

Report,  July 19, 1993. 
Collins, Sara. “Saving lives isn't cheap: Rising medical-technology costs threaten the long-term success of Clinton's health care 
plan.” U.S. News & World Report,  June 7, 1993. 
Collins, Sara. “A picture of health.” U.S. News & World Report, April 19, 1993. 
 
 
Peer-review 

Health Affairs 

Pediatrics 

Journal of Urban Health 

The Milbank Quarterly 
 
 
Statistical Software Experience 

SAS, SUDAAN, STATA 
 
 
Professional Memberships 
National Academy of Social Insurance 
AcademyHealth 
American Economic Association 

 
 


