Applicant Name: __________________


THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING 
AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
For general information regarding the Fellowship, including eligibility, please refer to the 2012-13 Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship brochure available online at www.commonwealthfund.org/fellowships.

A.
GENERAL GUIDELINES

1.  Responses should be entered directly into this document electronically. Please use minimum font sizes of Times New Roman 12. 
2. 
Applicants must submit a completed application and supporting documents via email. Applications can not be considered unless they are complete.
3.
The deadline for the receipt of applications is August 15, 2011.  In fairness to all applicants who meet the deadline, we cannot accept applications received after August 15, 2011.  The application must be submitted by email, and must include “Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship Application” and the applicant’s name in the subject line.
4.
Applications should be sent to:

Leslie Kwan
Program Associate
International Program in Health Policy and Practice

The Commonwealth Fund

One East 75th Street

New York, NY 10021
Australia-US@cmwf.org
5.
If you have any questions regarding the program, the application, or eligibility requirements feel free to contact Robin Osborn at The Commonwealth Fund (Telephone: 212-606-3809, Fax: 212-606-3875, or Email: ro@cmwf.org)
B. APPLICATION CHECKLIST

All applications for the 2012-13 Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship must be submitted electronically. Each attachment should also include your name in the upper right corner.
Please check to make sure that each item listed below is complete.
	Application Form:
	Complete:

	
	Part I: Summary Information 
	________

	
	Part II: Statement of Professional Objectives
	________

	
	Part III: Preliminary Research Proposal 
	________

	Attachments:
	

	
	Attachment 1: Curriculum Vitae
	________

	
	Attachment 2:  Published Articles or Reports (Please send no more than 3 articles or reports.  For articles or reports that exceed 20 pages, the applicant must send in 15 hardcopies via regular mail.)
	________

	
	Attachment 3a:  Institutional Letter of Reference (to be emailed separately by Department Chair/Institutional Director)  
	____

	
	Attachment 3b:  Professional Letters of Reference (to be emailed separately by each referee)
	____

	To be submitted via email:
	

	
	Application Form, Curriculum Vitae, Electronic Versions of Published Articles or Reports by applicant
	____

	
	Institutional Letter of Reference, and two Professional Letters of Reference by referees individually
	____


THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING

AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

APPLICATION FORM
PART I: SUMMARY INFORMATION
A.
APPLICANT AND PROJECT INFORMATION

	Name:
	
	Age:
	

	Date/Place of Birth:
	

	If not a U.S. citizen by birth, give date/place of naturalization:
	

	Degrees and Dates Awarded:
	

	Academic Discipline/Professional Field:
	

	Present Position:
	

	School/Department:
	

	Institution/Organization:
	

	Work Address:
	

	
	

	Home Address:
	

	
	

	Telephone:
Work:
	
	Home:
	

	

Fax:
	
	Email:
	

	Title of Proposed Research:
	

	


	Length of Fellowship:
	
	Months
	
	Anticipated start date:
	


Summary Statement: Please provide a brief statement describing the proposed research and its objectives:

	

	

	

	

	

	


Do you consider yourself a member of a minority group or indigenous people?  ( Yes  ( No 

	If yes, which one?
	


B.
INSTITUTIONAL LETTER OF REFERENCE AND PROFESSIONAL 


REFERENCE LETTERS INFORMATION
1.  Name of Department Chair or Institution Director:

	
	

	Title:
	

	Institution:
	

	
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	


2.  Professional References (Include two professional references)
	Name of Referee:
	

	Title:
	

	Institution:
	

	
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	


	Name of Referee:
	

	Title:
	

	Institution:
	

	
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	Email:
	


C.
FAMILY INFORMATION

	Spouse’s Name:
	

	Occupation:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children:
	
	
	
	
	

	
Name:
	
	Date of Birth:
	
	Age:
	

	
Name:
	
	Date of Birth:
	
	Age:
	

	
Name:
	
	Date of Birth:
	
	Age:
	

	
Name:
	
	Date of Birth:
	
	Age:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	If selected, would your spouse and children accompany you to Australia? ( Yes  ( No

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	For what period(s) of time:

	
	

	


D.
PREVIOUS VISITS TO AUSTRALIA
	Have you ever visited Australia?      ( Yes  ( No                    If yes, please indicate:

	Date(s) of Visit(s)
	
	Purpose

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


E. AWARENESS OF AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP
Please tell us how you became aware of the Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship.  Mark all that apply.

	Nominator
	____________________________________________

	Former or current Policy Fellow  
	____________________________________________

	Commonwealth Fund Email Alert
	____________________________________________

	Website or Listserv, Which one?
	____________________________________________

	Meeting or Conference, Which one?
	____________________________________________

	Other, please specify.
	____________________________________________


THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING 
AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

APPLICATION FORM
PART II:
STATEMENT OF PROFESSIONAL OBJECTIVES
Length:  no more than two single-sided pages total. Please answer each question directly beneath it.
A.  Please describe your short and long term career plans and objectives. What would you like to achieve within the next 5, 10 years?

B. 
How will selection as An Australian-American Health Policy Fellow contribute to your career and personal development?
C.  
Please describe any professional accomplishments or experiences that would demonstrate your particular qualifications for the Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship. In addition, please describe how your current position would enable you to disseminate your findings to a policy audience.
D.  
Which of the positions you have held, or specific activity in any position, has given you the most satisfaction?  Why?
E.  
Please describe any special circumstances that you want to address with respect to the eligibility criteria or any additional information which you would like to bring to the attention of the selectors.

THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING 
AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

APPLICATION FORM
PART III:
PRELIMINARY RESEARCH PROPOSAL
Length:  No more than five pages total, not including references. Please do line spacing at 1.25.
A.  Purpose and Context: Describe the proposed study, i.e.:  
· the health care problem or policy issue being addressed, its significance in Australia, and any relevant background to the above
· the relevance of the issue to the United States context
· the rationale and objectives for the proposed study

· the specific research questions to be explored

B.  Research Design: Describe the particular research methods, types and sources of data to be collected, and methods of data analysis to be used to accomplish the project’s objectives.  

C.
Expected Contributions of the Proposed Research: Discuss the anticipated contribution of the proposed study to advancing health policy thinking and practice in Australia and the United States.  Attention should be given to the relevance of the findings to policymakers, managers/clinicians, and health services researchers.
D.
Dissemination Strategy: Outline the various strategies and vehicles that would be used to disseminate the project findings, and the target audiences to be reached.
E.
Workplan: Provide a monthly timetable that includes key project activities, milestones, and deliverables
F.
Proposed Placement in Australia: The applicant should indicate the type of placement that he/she thinks would be most appropriate (e.g. academic institutions, Commonwealth or State health departments, or other health agencies), and, if known, any individual(s) or institution(s) he/she would propose as Australian mentor(s) or host institution(s).  Please note it is not necessary at this time to identify mentor or placement.  With guidance from its advisory committee, the Department will help identify and place fellows with mentors who are experts in the policy area to be studied.  
G. 
Research References/Footnotes: References are not included in the 5-page proposal limit
THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING 
AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

APPLICATION FORM
Part IV:
ATTACHMENTS
Please enclose the following attachments with your application form. 

Attachment 1

Curriculum Vitae

CV should include employment, educational background, publications and major presentations; previous fellowships, scholarships, honors and awards; other major activities (e.g. professional, social affiliations, offices held etc.) and interests; and, previous and current grant funding.  Please note which publications are peer-reviewed.
Attachment 2

Published Articles or Reports 

Applicants should include electronic copies of three published peer-reviewed research articles that represent the best examples of their work.  Applicants who have not published should include policy-related report(s) authored or co-authored by the applicant.  For articles or reports that exceed 15pages, the applicant must send in 15 hardcopies via regular mail.
Please have each of your referees submit the following attachments via email.

Attachment 3a

Institutional Letter of Reference

To be completed by the applicant’s department chair or director of the applicant’s institution and submitted via email by the department chair or institution director. 

Attachment 3b

Two Professional Letters of Reference
To be completed by the referrers and submitted via email by each referee: two professional letters of reference from senior health policy researchers, policymakers, or senior level managers, who can comment on the applicant’s past work and the potential for his or her proposed project. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING 

AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTITUTIONAL LETTER OF REFERENCE 

TO BE COMPLETED BY DEPARTMENT CHAIR OR INSTITUTIONAL DIRECTOR

Institutional letters of reference must be submitted on the attached form, or in a letter that follows the given headings and format.  To ensure confidentiality, the letter of reference should be submitted via email (Australia-US@cmwf.org) by the referee, indicating in the subject line “Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship Application” as well as the applicant’s name.  Please Note: It is allowable to provide a letter of reference for more than one candidate in an application cycle.  In order to be considered in the application process, the reference letter must be submitted by the referee by August 15, 2011.
The Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship offers a unique opportunity for outstanding, mid-career U.S. professionals – academics, government officials, clinical leaders, decision makers in managed care and other private health care organizations, and journalists – to spend up to 10 months in Australia conducting research and working with leading Australian health policy experts on issues relevant to both countries. The Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing hopes to enrich health policy thinking as Australian-American Health Policy Fellows study how Australia approaches health policy issues, share lessons learned from the United States, and develop an international perspective and network of contacts to facilitate policy exchange and collaboration that extends beyond the fellowship experience.

The fellowship is structured around areas of mutual interest, for example: health care quality and safety, the private/public mix of insurance and providers, fiscal sustainability of health systems, management of health care delivery, health care workforce, and investment in preventive care strategies. Proposals should address one of the program’s areas of interest and clearly demonstrate: the intention to combine research and practical experience; the relevance to both the United States and Australia; achievable outcomes, given the duration of the placement; and the potential to advance policy in Australia and the United States.

Fellows will be placed at academic institutions, in Commonwealth or State health departments, or at other health agencies.  Leading policy experts will be assigned as mentors and will supervise fellows’ research, provide technical expertise and guidance, and facilitate access to data, colleagues, and organizations.  In addition to undertaking original policy research, fellows will participate in a program of seminars and policy briefings. Fellows will also benefit from established links with the Harkness Fellowships in Health Care Policy, a parallel program sponsored by The Commonwealth Fund that enables Australian, Canadian, Dutch, German, New Zealand, Norwegian, Swedish, Swiss, and U.K. professionals to undertake policy research in the United States and gain firsthand exposure to the U.S. health care system. At the end of his tenure, fellows are expected to produce a final report and present project findings to senior government officials and policy experts at a final reporting seminar. They will also be encouraged to think creatively about dissemination opportunities including peer-reviewed journal articles, policy briefings, op-ed articles for major newspapers, testimony before legislative committees, and presentations at professional meetings.  
The Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship is sponsored by the Australian Department of Health and Ageing, which administers the program with guidance from an advisory committee, comprised of members from the Department, State government, academic institutions, private sector sponsors, and former Harkness Fellows.  Administration of the program in the United States is provided by The Commonwealth Fund, a New York City-based private foundation that supports independent research on health and social issues and makes grants to improve health care practice and policy.

THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING

AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

INSTITUTIONAL LETTER OF REFERENCE

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT’S DEPARTMENT CHAIR OR DIRECTOR OF HIS/HER INSTITUTION:
	Name of Department Chair/Institution Director
	

	Title
	

	Department
	

	Institution
	

	Address
	___________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________________


To ensure confidentiality, this form or a similarly formatted letter, should be submitted by the referee via email to Australia-US@cmwf.org.  In order to be considered in the application process, this form must be submitted via email by August 15, 2011.
1. 
Applicant name:  ___________________________________________________________
2.  Please comment on the qualifications and professional accomplishments of the applicant.  What do you see as the applicant’s strengths and weaknesses?

3.  How would you evaluate the applicant's potential to be a leader in health care policy and what is the nature of the contribution you would expect that he/she would be capable of making to the advancement of health care practice and policy?

4.  What is the relevance of the applicant’s proposed research project to health policy in the United States?

5.  How will the applicant’s proposed study contribute to other policy-related research efforts supported by your institution?

6.  Please describe the applicant's current appointment and your expectations for his/her career advancement.
7.  Please feel free to provide, in an attached letter, any other information you believe would be of assistance in evaluating the applicant's qualifications for this fellowship award, his/her potential to be a leader in health care policy, and the potential value of the Australian Health Policy Research Fellowship to his/her career development.
8.  By submitting this form via email, you confirm that you support the applicant’s proposed fellowship plan.
	Name:
	

	Date:
	


THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND AGEING

AND THE COMMONWEALTH FUND

2012-13 AUSTRALIAN-AMERICAN HEALTH POLICY FELLOWSHIP

LETTER OF REFERENCE INSTRUCTIONS

Please provide a candid assessment of the candidate, addressing:
1)
Indicate the period of time you have known the applicant and in what capacity;

2) 
Comment on the applicant’s professional qualifications and accomplishments; 

3)
Describe what you would see as their strengths or weaknesses;

4)
Evaluate the caliber of the applicant's work and potential for serious research in and contribution to health care policy; and

5)
Explain any particular qualifications, experiences or reasons why the applicant should be selected to be an Australian-American Health Policy Fellow.

To ensure confidentiality, the letter of reference should be submitted via email (Australia-US@cmwf.org) by the referee.  Please Note: It is allowable to provide a letter of reference for more than one candidate in an application cycle.  In order to be considered in the application process, the letter must be submitted by the referee by August 15, 2011. 
The Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship offers a unique opportunity for outstanding, mid-career U.S. professionals – academics, government officials, clinical leaders, decision makers in managed care and other private health care organizations, and journalists – to spend up to 10 months in Australia conducting research and working with leading Australian health policy experts on issues relevant to both countries. The Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing hopes to enrich health policy thinking as Australian-American Health Policy Fellows study how Australia approaches health policy issues, share lessons learned from the United States, and develop an international perspective and network of contacts to facilitate policy exchange and collaboration that extends beyond the fellowship experience.

The fellowship is structured around areas of mutual interest, for example: health care quality and safety, the private/public mix of insurance and providers, fiscal sustainability of health systems, management of health care delivery, health care workforce, and investment in preventive care strategies. Proposals should address one of the program’s areas of interest and clearly demonstrate: the intention to combine research and practical experience; the relevance to both the United States and Australia; achievable outcomes, given the duration of the placement; and the potential to advance policy in Australia and the United States.

Fellows will be placed at academic institutions, in Commonwealth or State health departments, or at other health agencies.  Leading policy experts will be assigned as mentors and will supervise fellows’ research, provide technical expertise and guidance, and facilitate access to data, colleagues, and organizations. In addition to undertaking original policy research, fellows will participate in a program of seminars and policy briefings. Fellows will also benefit from established links with the Harkness Fellowships in Health Care Policy, a parallel program sponsored by The Commonwealth Fund that enables Australian, Canadian, Dutch, German, New Zealand, Norwegian, Swedish, Swiss, and U.K. professionals to undertake policy research in the United States and gain firsthand exposure to the U.S. health care system. At the end of his tenure, fellows are expected to produce a final report and present project findings to senior government officials and policy experts at a final reporting seminar. They will also be encouraged to think creatively about dissemination opportunities including peer-reviewed journal articles, policy briefings, op-ed articles for major newspapers, testimony before legislative committees, and presentations at professional meetings.  

The Australian-American Health Policy Fellowship is sponsored by the Australian Department of Health and Ageing, which administers the program with guidance from an advisory committee, comprised of members from the Department, State government, academic institutions, private sector sponsors, and former Harkness Fellows.  Administration of the program in the United States is provided by The Commonwealth Fund, a New York City-based private foundation that supports independent research on health and social issues and makes grants to improve health care practice and policy.







