
Source: Thomas Barnay and Eric Defebvre, The First COVID Wave: Comparing Experiences of Adults Age 50 and Older in the U.S. and Europe (Commonwealth Fund, Apr. 2023). 
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Relative Risk for Adults Age 50 and Older of Having at Least One Adverse 
COVID-19 Experience During the First Pandemic Wave
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Notes: For this study, March through September 2020 is considered the “first pandemic wave.” All odds ratios between the US and other countries are statistically significant at the p<.01 level.
Data: Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), Health and Retirement Study (HRS), and English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) surveys, 2018–2019 and summer 2020. Data based 
on responses from 44,675 adults age 50 and older in 29 countries.
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Source: Thomas Barnay and Eric Defebvre, The First COVID Wave: Comparing Experiences of Adults Age 50 and Older in the U.S. and Europe (Commonwealth Fund, Apr. 2023). 
https://doi.org/10.26099/jq7y-3m06

Adults Age 50 and Older Who Reported Being Infected or Hospitalized with 
COVID-19 During the First Pandemic Wave
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Notes: For this study, March through September 2020 is considered the “first pandemic wave.” All percentage differences between the US and other countries are statistically significant at the p<.01 level.
Data: Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), Health and Retirement Study (HRS), and English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) surveys, 2018–2019 and summer 2020. 
Sample includes 44,675 adults age 50 and older in 29 countries.
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EXHIBIT 2
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Source: Thomas Barnay and Eric Defebvre, The First COVID Wave: Comparing Experiences of Adults Age 50 and Older in the U.S. and Europe (Commonwealth Fund, Apr. 2023). 
https://doi.org/10.26099/jq7y-3m06

Adults Age 50 and Older Who Reported Forgoing Care During the First Pandemic 
Wave

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

U
S

EN
G LI
T

FR
A

LU
X

ES
T

IT
A

PO
L

BE
L

IS
R

LA
T

SL
VA FI

N

G
R

E

SP
A

SW
E

N
ET

R
O

M

AU
S

D
EN

H
U

N

C
YP

SL
VE

C
R

O

G
ER M
AL SW

I

C
ZE BU

L

Notes: For this study, March through September 2020 is considered the “first pandemic wave.” All percentage differences between the US and other countries are statistically significant at the p<.01 level.
Data: Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), Health and Retirement Study (HRS), and English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) surveys, 2018–2019 and summer 2020. 
Sample includes 44,675 adults age 50 and older in 29 countries.
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Source: Thomas Barnay and Eric Defebvre, The First COVID Wave: Comparing Experiences of Adults Age 50 and Older in the U.S. and Europe (Commonwealth Fund, Apr. 2023). 
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Adults Age 50 and Older Who Reported the Death of a Friend or Relative from 
COVID-19 During the First Pandemic Wave
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Notes: For this study, March through September 2020 is considered the “first pandemic wave.” All percentage differences between the US and other countries are statistically significant at the p<.01 level.
Data: Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), Health and Retirement Study (HRS), and English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) surveys, 2018–2019 and summer 2020. 
Sample includes 44,675 adults age 50 and older in 29 countries.
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Source: Thomas Barnay and Eric Defebvre, The First COVID Wave: Comparing Experiences of Adults Age 50 and Older in the U.S. and Europe (Commonwealth Fund, Apr. 2023). 
https://doi.org/10.26099/jq7y-3m06

Adults Age 50 and Older Who Reported Losing Employment During the First 
Pandemic Wave
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Notes: For this study, March through September 2020 is considered the “first pandemic wave.” All percentage differences between the US and other countries are statistically significant at the p<.01 level.
Data: Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), Health and Retirement Study (HRS), and English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) surveys, 2018–2019 and summer 2020. 
Sample includes 44,675 adults age 50 and older in 29 countries.
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Source: Thomas Barnay and Eric Defebvre, The First COVID Wave: Comparing Experiences of Adults Age 50 and Older in the U.S. and Europe (Commonwealth Fund, Apr. 2023). 
https://doi.org/10.26099/jq7y-3m06

Adults Age 50 and Older with at Least One Adverse COVID-19 Experience During 
the First Pandemic Wave
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Notes: For this study, March through September 2020 is considered the “first pandemic wave.” All percentage differences between the US and other countries are statistically significant at the p<.01 level.
Data: Survey of Health, Ageing, and Retirement in Europe (SHARE), Health and Retirement Study (HRS), and English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA) surveys, 2018–2019 and summer 2020. 
Sample includes 44,675 adults age 50 and older in 29 countries.
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