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The mission of The Commonwealth Fund is to promote a high 
performing health care system. The Fund carries out this mandate by 
supporting independent research on health care issues and making 
grants to improve health care practice and policy. We are dedicated 
to helping people become more informed about their health care and 
improving care for vulnerable populations such as children, the 
elderly, low-income families, minorities, and the uninsured. 

 
 
 

International Program in Health Policy and Practice 
The Fund's international program examines innovative models for 
improving care from around the world and fosters cross-national 
research and collaboration. 
 

Annual International Symposia 
Since 1998, the Fund has hosted an annual international symposium 
in health care policy on a topic of concern to the United States and 
other industrialized nations. The symposium brings together leading 
policy thinkers to consider current health care policy issues. 
Participants include health ministers or their designates from 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, Germany, and the Netherlands, as well as experts from each 
country and leading U.S. policymakers and researchers. 
 

Annual International Health Policy Surveys 
Each year, the results of the Fund's International Health Policy 
Survey are presented at the International Symposium. The surveys 
have elicited the views of whole populations and sub-populations 
(e.g., sicker adults, the elderly, hospital chief executives, primary care 
physicians) in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, 
the United States, Germany, and, in 2006, the Netherlands on such 
issues as views of the health care system, access to care, quality and 
safety of care, and costs. 
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